ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

interpretation of the Constitution of the United
States, more particularly where the powers of the
Union government were concerned. It had
opposed the Federalist party to which John
Adams and George Washington, Jefferson's two
predecessors, had belonged, and which had stood
for the development of a stronger national
government for the United States, With -Jeffer-
son's election to the Presidency in 1800 there
began a period of power for the Democrats which
continued practically uninterrupted, except for
a term of four years, until in 1860 Abraham
Lincoln himself was inaugurated as sixteenth
President of the United States.

Lincoln was born in the state of Kentucky.
The first thing to notice about the state of Ken-
tucky is that it is a Southern state of the Ameri-
can Union* Lincoln was born a Southerner. His
whole political career is associated in men's
minds so exclusively with the North that this
point is forgotten. It should not be over-stressed,
of course. After all, Lincoln left Kentucky, as
we shall see, at the age of seven and never lived
afterwards in a Southern state. But he did live
in states where Southern influences were felt,
and his first seven years had made him open to
them. He was to show himself alive to Southern
attitudes and Southern views. He was to be
called a Southerner on some occasions, He was
said to speak, in mature life, with the Kentucky
idiom. Take it all in all/ says J. G* Randall,